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Dear Friends,

The non-profit leadership conference at Simmons College reminded me of FAR's necessary
transition in 2010 from an office staff and founder-centered operation, to a broader Task
Force (TF) board empowerment and committee process. Last year, each TF member held a job
based on his or her personal constituencies with an interest in utilizing the Alewife
Reservation for learning and recreation. Elementary classes were taught by the TF teacher
and consultant. Birding takes place once a month by a TF member. Boxes are cleaned and built
by TF member direction. One of TF's business members created a FAR grouping which
operates in an adjacent building. The TF structure is not a failure, but requires additional
assistance and may soon form a loose coalition of groups that track, make trails, monitor for
wildlife habitat, and maintain the area, a task the DCR would like to see FAR begin. FAR
requires more volunteers for the summer Ecology Camp, deepening students' knowledge in
conservation services, green job training and global climate watching. The Reservation
wetlands will continue to be a central spot regionally and in northwest Cambridge for flood
control and animal and bird adaptation as climate changes.

Our December fundraiser success indicates high levels of determination to preserve the
Cambridge/Belmont Silver Maple Forest. March events will be fun and interesting and provide
critical focus for future preservation..

FAR's main goal for 2010-2011 is to expand the volunteer base and number of TF members.
and to create essential committees that develop the structure for greater conservation and
adaptation protection of this rare urban wild in the Boston area.

Ellen Mass

FAR Task Force Board
Members:

Ellen Mass- President
David Howe- Treasurer
Bill Ackerly- Secretary
Susan Agger

Kerrie Harthan
Ingeborg Hegemann
Arlene Olivero

David Morimoto

Bob Steininger

John Walker
Katherine Walsh

FAR Ecology Camp Plans for 2010
By Allison Knight, FAR Ecology Camp Supervisor

Summer is rapidly approaching, and preparation for the FAR Summer Ecology camp is well
underway. Fifteen local students from Cambridge Rindge and Latin High School will spend their
summer landscaping, planting and pruning native trees, building and maintaining trails, wildlife
tracking, and removing invasive plant species. The youth and | will work closely with professionals
and volunteers to collaborate on these environmental learning projects.

As the FA R Summer Ecology Camp Supervisor, | will strive to ensure the program has its most
successful season yet, following in the succession of Katherine Walsh. Throughout the program, the
participants will receive training and education in conservation and environmental stewardship,
along with exposure to job readiness, leadership and teamwork skills. In addition to fieldwork,
campers will be taken on various trips to learn about other environmental projects locally, including
visiting one or two other teen programs in the Boston area to see their work. My hope is that this
summer is also spent enjoying nature. | am planning a camping trip at the end of the season to
solidify the camper’s transformations to amateur naturalists. We will study Alewife meadows,
forests, and grassy fields. The environmental exploration will hopefully lead to photography, journal
reflections, and continuation of the WIKI program that will be shared with the public.
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RESERVATION DEVELOPMENTS

PAST FAR EVENTS

Stormwater Project Takes Shape

FAR’s Environmental Stormwater Education Program aims to
connect several Boston and Cambridge classrooms to the
stormwater basin and Constructed Wetlands Project supported
by the City of Cambridge and the Department of Conservation
and Recreation (DCR), related to the 15 year
stormwater/wetlands project for west and northwest Cambridge.
FAR will work for improvement of existing science education,
including supporting a local, hands-on learning experience from
the complex sewer and stormwater separation process, during
the fall of 2010 through the spring of 2015.

FAR seeks 10 classrooms related to in-school science curriculum
and pre-engineering classes in building trades and services at
Cambridge Rindge and Latin School. FAR will work with firms to
learn about the project, and FAR will provide a volunteer engineer
to teach the teachers. Each group using public or private
transportation may participate in four to six site visits each

season to the Reservation in the fall and spring to measure and
observe changes and calculate hydrology processes.

Students will share their projects and findings with one another in
the classroom, provide the city of Cambridge with their findings,
and present their work to the FAR Task Force Board. The
program is free for local classrooms or groups. FAR has just
received grant funding to advance the program. Consultation
workshops with volunteer engineers will lead to instructing
teachers on community significance and science of the 15 year
project. A physical model of the storm water basin is planned with
the CRLS Technical Arts Department. A physical storm water
model will be displayed in an area of public access. The model
will be driven by a battery generator for water flow, and model will
incorporate the basin-restored wetland. The youth will be able

to see the connection between city underground infrastructure
and the improvement of the environment through the charging of
the river groundwater and return of wildlife. Brochures of the
stormwater management plan are available from FAR.

Forrester Research Comes to the Alewife Reservation

The new kid in Discovery Park, Forrester Research, is one of
the country’s largest, and has the right to build on the
developed land to nearly one million square feet. Incorporated
enhancements include inner courtyards, auto court, north
garden, honey locust trees, fithess center, and horticulturally
landscaped “with grass.” The building design plan is green-
based. FAR looks forward to a special session with the Bulfinch
Company and project designers planned for October to
promote a larger green agenda. FAR will be firm about fulfilling
its mission to protect the surrounding landscape, rich habitat for
many mammals and birds, and ask the company to contribute
towards its upkeep. The Firm can heed its purpose for
transformation to attract employees, which are the
Reservation’s natural resources. We deeply appreciate that a
chemical base line testing process has begun by the Bulfinch
Co. in the Little River streams to protect them.

FAR Fund-Raiser Brings Silver Maple
Woodlands Environmental and Financial
Support

In December, new friends of the Reservation were
made. Peter Alden, noted and prolific Audubon
author, put FAR’s work in geographic and wildlife
context and in grand environmental vision. EkOngKar
Singh Kalsa, Executive Director of the Mystic River
Watershed Association called for common work
among the Assoc. and other local groups, and
informed us of watershed-wide issues from Chelsea
to Belmont. Bill August shared our legal process and
possible future gains with the forest litigation still in
process at DEP. Stewart Sanders’ legacy and FAR
mentor was recognized with FAR’s recent
accomplishments. Lydia Ogilby’s ancestors from a
100 year working farm on the Uplands (1845-1948)
were celebrated. There is a new EPA Mystic Steering
Committee that FAR now belongs to which will help
the organization stay closely connected to national
and state policy and local changes and
improvements.

It was a rare moment for regional guests to celebrate
the precious resources and hard work of our
members. We are becoming more aware of in
northwest Cambridge, Belmont and Arlington. $3,600
was raised at the nice affair at the Ackerly home.

Excel Academy and Third Annual Cleanup






