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ROBERT W. GOLLEDGE, JR.
SECRETARY

“The people shall have the right to clean air and water, freedom from excessive and unnecessary noise, and the
natural scenic historic aesthetic qualities of their environment; and the protection of the people in their right to
conservation, development and utilization of the agricultural, mineral, forest, water, air and other natural

resources in hereby declared to be public purpose.”
-- Article XCVII of the Articles of Amendment to the Massachusetts Constitution

December 16, 2006

DEAR FRIEND:

On behalf of the Romney Administration, I am proud to share with you The State of Our
Environment 2006, prepared by the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) for the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

By examining environmental indicators and recent trends, The State of Our Environment
2006 provides an overview of the status of our valuable air, water, land, coast and ocean resources, as
well as our ability to plan for and deal with waste created in Massachusetts. Further, this report
explores ongoing state initiatives that seek to improve our environment and their corresponding
results. Lastly, we offer suggestions and guidance for forthcoming environmental issues that will
require attention, commitment and strong leadership in the near future.

EOEA and its agencies are designated as the chief stewards of clean air and water, abundant
natural resources, sustainable surroundings, and the quality of life these provide for our citizenry.
The State of Our Environment 2006 illustrates that environmental conditions in Massachusetts are
improving, that we are facing new challenges, and that our charge is to persist in our stewardship of
our natural resources.

Sincerely,
%berjw. Golleﬁj
Secretary
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