To: Belmont Uplands Advisory Group C/O Belmont Selectmen 

455 Concord Ave.

Belmont, MA 02478

Attention: Fred Paulsen: Chair 

We (I) at______________ in ___________________ ask you to consider the Uplands matter again in a broader environmental context. I (we) are aware of the dangerous precedent this development on top of a full grown forest may set elsewhere on the watershed. While others are not without blame for many decisions that have harmed the Mystic waterways, we want to change and begin a more thorough protectionist campaign with ________ and our sister town of Belmont on this. 

Belmont should meet its growth and revenue goals by encouraging redevelopment of previously developed sites that would reduce runoff and improve water quality. Mystic River Watershed Association (MyRWA) recommended that Belmont require higher environmental mitigation standards. Given what we now know about the area's water quality and flooding problems, thanks to MyRWA testing, it is inexcusable to require that a new development on valuable forested open space and wildlife habitat only meet the minimal development standards.

Flooding in the Alewife sub-watershed appears to be worsening. A likely major contributor is a dramatic reduction in open space in the area. MyRWA has argued that once the natural site is developed, it would be virtually impossible to replicate previous hydrologic site conditions.

There are many possible water quantity and quality impacts with the proposed development. The area is already prone to flooding and carries high bacterial loads.

We are especially concerned about the 19 species of mammal and 90 bird species that have been assessed there. This "small river-flood plain forest", named by the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, is a natural community and should be understood as such. There are protections for "Natural Communities" (Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Department) and this rare forest should be studied for its flood plain tree value and for its habitat and the role that it plays in protecting our river, streams and ponds.

Yours truly,

